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RIN 1018-AWsgs8

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Revised Designation of
Critical Habitat for Bull Trout in the
Coterminous United States

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: We, the U.5. Fish and
Wildlife Service, are revising critical
habitat for the bull trout (Saivelinus
confluentus) under the Endangered
Species Act of 1973, as amended {Act).
We are designating a total of 31,750.8
km (19,729.0 mi) of streams (which
includes 1,213.2 km (754.0 mi) of
marine shoreline) and are designating a
total of 197,589.2 ha (488,251.7 ac) of
reservoirs and lakes. The areas
designated as critical habitat are located
in the States of Washington, Oregon,
Nevada, Idaho, and Montana.

DATES: This rule becomes effective on
November 17, 2010.

ADDRESSES: This final rule and the
associated final economic analysis, as
well as comments and materials
received, and supporting documentation
we used in preparing this final rule, are
available on the internet hftp://
www.regulations.gov (see Docket No.
FWS-R1-E5-2009-0085; at http://
www. fivs.gov/pacific/bulltrout/; and by
appointment, during normal business
hours, at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, [daho Fish and Wildlife Office,
1387 S. Vinnell Way, Boise, ID 837009;
telephone 208-376-5203; facsimile
208-378-5262.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Brian Kelly, State Supervisor, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Idaho Fish and
Wildlife Office (see ADDRESSES). If you
use a telecommunications device for the
deaf (TDD), call the Federal Information
Relay Service (FIRS) at 800-877-8339.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

It is our intent to discuss only those
topics directly relevant to the
development and designation of critical
habitat for the bull trout in this final
rule. For more information on bull trout
biology and habitat, population
abundance and trend, distribution,
demographic features, habitat use and

conditions, threats, and conservation
measures, please refer to the Bull Trout
5-year Review Summary and
Evaluation, completed April 25, 2008,
available at http://ecos.fws.gov/docs/five
_year review/doc1907.pdf. For
information on bull trout critical
habitat, and information on the
associated draft economic analysis for
the proposed rule to designate revised
critical habitat, refer to the proposed
rule to designate critical habitat for the
bull trout published in the Federal
Register on January 14, 2010 (75 FR
2269).

Description, Distribution, Habitat and
Recovery

Bull trout are members of the char
subgroup of the family Salmonidae and
are native to waters of western North
America. Bull trout range throughout
the Columbia River and Snake River
basins, extending east to headwater
streams in Montana and Idaho, into
Canada, and in the Klamath River basin
of south-central Oregon. Bull trout
historically occurred in the Sacramento
River basin, and were more widespread
in general than they are now. The
distribution of populations, however, is
scattered and patchy (Goetz 1989, p. 4;
Ziller 1992, p. 6; Rieman and Mclntyre
1093, p. 3; Light ef al. 1996, p. 44;
Quigley and Arbelbide 1997, p. 1176).

Bull trout have more specific habitat
requirements than most other salmonids
(Rieman and Mclntyre 1993, p. 4).
Habitat components that particularly
influence their distribution and
abundance include water temperature,
cover, channel form and stability,
spawning and rearing substrate
conditions, and migratory corridors
(Fraley and Shepard 1989, p. 138; Goetz
1989, p. 19; Watson and Hillman 1997,
p- 247). Large patches of these
components are necessary to support
robust populations. This rule identifies
those physical or biological features
essential to bull trout conservation.

Bull trout exhibit a variety of
migratory and nonmigratory life
histories. Stream-resident bull trout
complete their entire life cycle in the
tributary streams where they spawn and
rear. Most bull trout are migratory,
spawning in tributary streams where
juvenile fish usually rear from 1to 4
years before migrating to either a larger
river (fluvial) or lake (adfluvial) where
they spend their adult life, returning to
the tributary stream to spawn (Fraley
and Shepard 1989, p. 133). Resident and
migratory forms may be found together,
and either form can produce resident or
migratory offspring (Rieman and
Meclntyre 1993, p. 2). Historically most
bull trout populations may have

included a migratory component, and
any resident-only forms found today
may often reflect a loss of the migratory
component due to impacts such as
habitat loss or migration barriers
(Muhlfeld 2010, pers.comm.).

Bull trout, coastal cutthroat trout
{Oncorhynchus clarkii clarkii), Pacific
salmon (Oncorhynchus spp.), and other
species that migrate from saltwater to
freshwater to reproduce are commonly
referred to as anadromous. However,
bull trout, coastal cutthroat trout, and
some other species that enter the marine
environment are more properly termed
amphidromous. Unlike strictly
anadromous species, such as Pacific
salmon, amphidromaous species often
return seasonally to fresh water as
subadults, sometimes for several years,
before returning to spawn (Wilson 1997,
p- 5; Brenkman and Caorbett, 2005, p.
1075). The amphidromous life history
form of bull trout is unique to the
Coastal-Puget Sound population (64 FR
58921, November 1, 1999). For
additional information on the biology of
this life form, see the June 25, 2004,
proposed critical habitat designation for
the Jarbidge River, Coastal-Puget
Sound, and Saint Mary—Belly River
populations of bull trout (69 FR 35767).

The decline of bull trout is primarily
due to habitat degradation and
fragmentation, blockage of migratory
corridors, poor water quality, past
fisheries management practices,
impoundments, dams, water diversions,
and the introduction of nonnative
species (63 FR 31647, June 10, 1008; 64
FR 17112, April 8, 1999). Climate
change may exacerhate some of these
impacts. The bull trout 5—year review
(Service 2008, p. 45) recommended that
the recovery units identified in the 2002
draft recovery plan be updated based on
assemblages of bull trout core areas
{(metapopulations, or interacting
breeding populations) that retain genetic
and ecological integrity and are
significant to the distribution of bull
trout throughout the conterminous
United States. After consulting with
biologists from States, Federal agencies,
and Native American Tribes, and
applying the best scientific information
available, we identified six draft
recovery units for bull trout in the
conterminous United States. Please refer
to the “Critical Habitat” section below
for additional information on this topic.

Previous Federal Actions

On November 29, 2002, we proposed
to designate critical hahitat for the
Klamath River and Columbia River bull
trout populations (67 FR 71235). On
October 6, 2004, we finalized the critical
habitat designation for the Klamath
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Index Map: Critical Habitat Units
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BILLING CODE 4310-55-C
(8) Unit 1: Olympic Peninsula

(i) This unit consists of 748.7 km
(465.2 mi) of streams, 529.2 km (328.8

mi) of marine shoreline, and 3,064 ha
(7,572 ac) of lakes and reservoirs. The
unit is located in northwestern
Washington.

(ii) Individual waterbodies in the unit
are bounded by the following
coordinates:
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Critical Habitat for Bull Trout (Salvelinus confluentus)
Unit: 7, Odell Lake
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BILLING CODE 4310-55-C

(15) Unit 8: Mainstem Lower Columbia
River

located along the border between
Oregon and Washington.

(i1) Individual waterbodies in the unit

are bounded by the following
coordinates:

(i) This unit consists of 340.4 km
(211.5 mi) of streams. The unit is
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Stream Stream
Begin Point | Begin Point | Stream End | Stream End
Waterbody Name or Lake or Lake Point Point
Center Center Latitude Longitude
Latitude Longitude
OB B BN e oo o o T i L SR P A 45 .645 -121.933 45.800 -122.787
(iii) Waterbodies associated with the Act in this unit. These are waterbodies (iv) Map of Unit 8, Mainstem Lower
following habitat conservation plan within the geographic area covered by Columbia River follows:
(HCP) totaling 1.7 km (1.1 mi) of streams the Washington State Forest Practices BILLING CODE 4310-55-S

have been excluded from critical habitat Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP).
designation under section 4(h)(2) of the
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Critical Habitat for Bull Trout (Salvelinus confluentus)
Unit: 8, Mainstem Lower Columbia River
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BILLING CODE 4310-55-C (9,329.4 ac) of lakes and reservoirs. The

(ii) Individual waterbodies in the unit
unit is located in southwestern Oregon.

are bounded by the following
coordinates:

(16) Unit 9: Klamath River Basin

(i) This unit consists of 445.2 km
(276.6 mi) of streams and 3,775.5 ha





